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“Whoever welcomes one of these
little children in my name welcomes
me; and whoever welcomes me does

not welcome me but the one who
sent me.” (Mark 9:37 NIV)

By Wayne and Diane Tesch

H e wasn’t the first young camper to ask the

question — but it was startling just the
same.
“How much are you getting paid?” he asked
the “Grandma” at a Royal Family Kids’ Camp™
one summer.

“What do you mean?” asked the older woman,

who serves as a grandmotherly figure for the
campers.

The little boy sighed. “Grandma, everybody
who takes care of me gets paid,” he said. “My
foster parents get paid. My social worker. My
[therapist]. Everybody who loves me gets paid.”

Grandma knelt down and looked him in the
eyes. This boy, like all the other campers, came
from an abusive past. He was hungry for
unconditional love — love that this “Grandma”
was glad to provide.

“Everybody in this camp is volunteering,” she
said. “We do it because we care about you. You
are special to us!”

Hungry for love

When children come to Royal Family Kids’
Camps, a nationwide network of week-long
camps for abused and neglected children ages 7
to 11, they often struggle with the belief that 70

one loves them. But after one week of healthy
fun and care from trust-worthy adults, campers
leave with a heart full of positive memories ...
and a new self-identity as someone of great
worth!

One camp counselor tells how his two boys —
each counselor is assigned only two children for
maximum interaction and attention — were
complete opposites. If one liked games, the other
hated them. If one liked basketball, the other
hated all sports. While one liked to stay up late,
the other was the first to rise in the morning. The
boys, Roger and Danny, didn’t even like to be
around each other!

It was exhausting for the counselor. “My image
of fun was changing — I realized that I would
have to get smarter and really work on the hearts
of these two,” he said. He prayed for patience



and energy, and asked God to give the boys the
times of their lives.

The next day, Roger — the one who liked
basketball — was shooting hoops with the
camp’s “Grandpa.” Suddenly Danny ran off.
After Grandpa agreed to play with Roger, the
counselor chased after Danny ... and found him
in a corner of the dining hall, curled in a ball,
with his head between his legs.

The counselor got ready to lecture on the
importance of staying together, when he noticed
Danny was crying.

“Are you going to hit me now?” Danny asked,
his eyes full of tears.

The counselor was taken aback. “No,” he said
gently, “why would I ever want to hit you?”

“‘Cause everyone who has ever loved me has
hit me,” Danny replied quietly. Together, they sat
and cried.

“From that moment on,” the counselor shared
later, “I realized that no matter how hard the
camp might be on me, I would never understand
how much harder it was on Danny. To be loved
is a wonderful thing, and Royal Family Kids’
Camp made it possible for these two little boys
(and one very big boy) to realize how far a little
bit of God’s love can go.”

Abuse in America

The little boys in these stories are real children
— and sadly, they are among the millions of kids
who have been abused and mistreated in
America.

In 2003 alone, close to one
million children were confirmed to
have been abused or neglected.
More than half suffered neglect,
nearly 20 percent were physically
abused, and 10% were sexually
abused, but abuse also included
emotional abuse, medical neglect
and other forms of maltreatment.
More than 1,000 children died as
a result of abuse or neglect in
2003.

Experts believe that only one out of every three
abuse incidents is actually reported, which means

the actual incidence of child maltreatment could
be three times as high as these numbers show.

The likelihood is that some of these hurting
children live in your own community. And Royal
Family Kids’ Camps is one way you can reach
out to them with the healing, loving hands of
God.

Crecating positive memories

Royal Family Kids’ Camps began in 1985 with
a single camp in Southern California. Today,
RFKC is the leading network of camps for
abused and neglected children with 152 camps,
sponsored by local churches, operating in 37 U.S.
states, in addition to new camps in Australia, the
Philippines, South Africa and Singapore. This
year we will welcome 5,800 campers, most of
whom are in the foster care system of their
states.

To date, nearly 34,000 children have
participated in our camps where we have given
them positive memories to cherish for the rest of
their lives. We background screen, interview and
train our counselors and staff, keeping the
camper-to-counselor ratio at 2 to 1 so children
can get plenty of love and attention. Our
campers enjoy new experiences, such as
horseback riding or swimming, and because
many of these children have never celebrated
their birthday, each camp hosts an Everybody’s




Birthday Party with the traditional cake,
singing, fun — and even birthday gifts,
provided by individuals and
congregations across the country.

Each camper takes home a Memory
Bag, filled with RFKC goodies, a
children’s Bible, an audiocassette of
Camp songs, and a photo album of
their week at Camp. These bags
are priceless treasures, particularly
because many of our campers, due
to the circumstances in which they
were removed from their homes,
have no possessions of their own.

Best of all, they learn about a
Heavenly Father who loves them,
cherishes them, and will always be
with them. They discover how to
trust and hope again.

Church in action

Reaching out to these children
requires a three-fold cord — (1) 2
local churches with caring,
compassionate people; (2)
community children’s service
agencies, to provide campers; and (3)

a local campground to provide the
place and RFKC to provide training,
guidance and empowerment to help
a Camp get started.

It is the local church though that
turns compassion into action to
meet the needs of its community’s abused
children through a Royal Family Kids’ Camp.
Congregations supply the financial resources and
manpower, as well as the passion to tangibly
reach out with God’s love and take a ministry
“vacation with a purpose.”

It is no exaggeration that Camp changes the
lives of those who serve as volunteers at Camp.
Over the years, scores of volunteers have told us
stories of how their own faith was deepened by
their Camp experience. Some have even found
new areas of ministry after working with the
children of RFKC. (More information about
starting a Camp can be found at www.rfkc.org)

The impact on the children, of course, is
powerful. Life-changing. Eternal.

‘Changed my life’
Terry’s story is proof-positive that RFKC
radically touches the lives of our campers.
Eleven years ago, Terry came to Camp as a

frightened nine-year-old. The little girl

had lived with her paranoid-schizophrenic

mother in cars, in cheap hotel rooms and

with abusive men. She had been

malnourished and physically, emotionally

and sexually abused. She had been taken
away from her abusive mother and
placed in a succession of foster

homes.

Despite it all, she always hoped that
someone, someday, would rescue her.

At Camp, Terry found hope.

“I had never known that there was

a God who really loved me and
wanted me as His own to love,” she
said. “I realized that I need Him, and
I wanted the incredible love and life
that He offers as a free gift.”

Camp songs are among Terry’s
favorite memories. “I loved singing
the camp songs,” she said. “To this
day, I remember most of (them).”

Her love of singing meant more
than she knew. While at camp, Terry
was inspired to use her voice to help
people. She kept that dream. Now as a
university student, she studies voice and
counseling and plans to work in music
therapy with trauma victims, especially

children.

“My heart’s desire is to share the

wealth of God’s amazing and
extravagant love, by helping people in need
with God’s gift of music,” she said.

In 2001, Terry returned to RKFC — but this
time, she was a camp counselor, comforting and
helping children like the girl she once was. Last
year, Terry shared her testimony and a stunning
acapella performance at the annual RFKC
Celebration Banquet.

Like thousands of other children, Terry has
found comfort and hope through the
manifestation of God’s love at Royal Family
Kids” Camps.

“God has changed my life through the impact
of Royal Family Kids” Camps,” Terry said. “My
present beloved family and friends, and the
musical influence of singing in a professional
children’s choir, continued an important growing
process that began with attending a single week
at Royal Family Kids” Camp several years ago.”

Resources: Child Welfare League of America “National
Fact Sheet 2006” (www.cwla.org)
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ver three million children in America suffer physical, emotional and sexual abuse. Their daily lives are filled with pain,

suffering, and fear ... nothing to smile about. But at Royal Family Kids’ Camps, we give them a week of their lives back — a week

to laugh, play, feel safe, and just be kids!
The following churches are making a difference by sponsoring their own RFKC summer camp. They offer these children happy
memories, hope for tomorrow, and most of all God's love! We salute them for their care and compassion.

Abundant Life A/G
Marion, OH

Arvada Covenant Church
Arvada, CO

Asbury United Methodist Church
Madison, AL

Bay Valley Christian Church
Bay City, Ml

Beaverton Christian Church
Beaverton, OR

Bemus Pt United Methodist Church
Bemus Pt., NY

Bethany Assembly of God
Agawam, MA

Bethel Baptist Church
McMinnville, OR

Bethel Church
San Jose, CA

Black Rock Congregational
Fairfield, CT

Brightmoor Christian Church
Novi, M

The Brooklyn Tabernacle
Brooklyn, NY

Brookside Church
Omaha, NE

Calvary Fellowship Church
Mountlake Terrace, WA

Calvary Temple
Concord, CA

Calvary Temple of Wayne
Wayne, NJ

Canyon Hills Assembly of God
Bakersfield, CA

Capitol Hill Assembly of God
Oklahoma City, OK

Cedar Mill Bible Church
Portland, OR

Celebration Church
Akron, OH

Central A/G Christian Life Ctr
Boise, ID

Central Neighborhood Church A/G
Phoenix, OR

Christ Memorial Church
Poulsbo, WA

Christ's Place Church
Lincoln, NE

Christian Celebration Center
Midland, MI

Christian Center of Salem
Salem, OR

Christian Chapel
Tulsa, OK

Christian Fellowship/Mt Vernon
Mt.Vernon, IL

Christian Life Center
Santa Cruz, CA

Church of God Family Worship Center
Beckley, WV

Church of the Harvest
Oklahma City, OK

Colville Free Methodist
Colville, WA

Community Covenant Church
Lenexa, KS

Community of Hope
Wilsonville, OR

Compassion Alive Services, Inc.
Clive, IA

Cornerstone Church
Fresno, CA

Cornerstone Church
Southhaven, MS

CrossPointe Church
Norman, OK

Crossroads Christian Church
Corona, CA

CrossRoads Church
Temecula, CA

CrossRoads Church of the Nazarene
Chandler,AZ

Detroit First Church of the Nazarene
Northville, M

East Randolph United Methodist Church
East Randolph, NY

Eastridge Christian Assembly
Issaquah, WA

Enterprise Christian Youth Camp, Inc.
Enterprise, AL

Faith Assembly Christian Center
Pasco, WA

Faith Chapel
Spring Valley, CA

Faith Family Church
Canton, OH

Fielder Road Baptist
Arlington, TX

First Assembly
Concord, NC

First Assembly Ministries
Winston-Salem, NC

First Assembly of God
Auburn, NH

First Assembly of God
Erie, PA

First Assembly of God
Topeka, KS

First Assembly of God
Cordova, TN

First Assembly of God
New Castle, PA

First Assembly of God
Raleigh, NC

First Assembly of God Church
San Diego, CA

First Assembly of God Church
Manhattan, KS

First Assembly of God Delphi
Delphi,

First Assembly of God of Lancaster
Lancaster, CA

First Baptist Church
Cairo, NE

First Baptist Church
Tyler, TX

First Baptist Church of Beech Grove
Indianapolis, IN

First Baptist Church of Franklin
Franklin, TN

First Baptist Church of Geneva
Geneva, IL

First Christian Church
St. Joseph, MO

First Christian Church
Martins Ferry, OH

First Christian Church
Grove, OK

First Church of God
Vancouver, WA

First Evangelical Free Church Fullerton
Fullerton, CA

Fountain Gate Christian Centre
Narre Warren, Victoria, AUS

Geneseo Assembly of God
Geneseo, IL

Glad Tidings Assembly of God
Austin, TX

Glad Tidings Church of Hanford
Hanford, CA

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Sandy, UT

Grace Community Church
Tualatin, OR

Granbury Church of Christ
Granbury, TX

Hillcrest Chapel Inc.
Bellingham, WA

Houghton Wesleyan Church
Houghton, NY

Hyde Park Congregational Church
Los Angeles, CA

Hydesville Community Church
Hydesville, CA

Jesus Assembly of God
St. Peter, MN

Journey Community Church
La Mesa, CA

Keystone Baptist Church
Hastings, N

King's Harbor Church
Redondo Beach, CA

Lake Avenue Church
Pasadena, CA

Lake City Community Church
Coeur d' Alene, ID

Liberty Assembly of God
Shrewsbury, MA

Life Center Assembly of God
Lakewood, CA

Life Renewal Christian Ministries, Inc.
Puerto Princesas, Palawan, Philippines

Lima Church of the Nazarene
Lima, OH

Lovejoy Family Church of the Nazarene
Lovejoy, GA

Mariners Church
Irvine, CA

Menlo Park Presbyterian
Menlo Park, CA

Mission Hills Church
Mission Viejo, CA

Mountain View Christian A/G Church
Sandy, UT

New Hope on the Last Frontier
Anchorage, AK

New Life Assembly of God
Kearney, NE

Newberg Christian Church
Newberg, OR

Newport Mesa Church
Costa Mesa, CA

Noble Assembly of God
Noble, OK

North Bend Church of the Brethren
Danville, OH

North Indiana Conference
Marion, IN

Northampton United Methodist Church
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Northville Christian Assembly
Northville, MI

Northwest Church
Federal Way, WA

Palm Valley Community Church
Goodyear, AZ

Park Crest Assembly of God
Springfield, MO

Parkway Christian Center
Grants Pass, OR

Peninsula Bible Fellowship
Bremerton, WA

Portland Christian Center
Portland, OR

Pottsville Assembly of God
Pottsville, AR

Racine Assembly Of God
Racine, W!

Radiant Church A/G
Colorado Springs, CO

Radiant Life Church
Dublin, OH

Raleigh Assembly of God
Memphis, TN

Richland Hills Church of Christ
Fort Worth, TX

Scottsdale Bible Church
Scottsdale,AZ

SeaCoast Grace Church
Cypress, CA

Seaside Community Church
Huntington Beach, CA

South Cleveland Church of God
Cleveland, TN

St.Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Newport Beach, CA

St. John's Lutheran Church
Oxnard, CA

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Modesto, CA

Stone Church
Palos Heights, IL

Trinity Baptist
Santa Barbara, CA

Trinity Evangelical Free Church
Redlands, C.

Trinity Life Center
Las Vegas, NV

United Baptist Church
Saco,M

Ventura Missionary Church
Ventura, CA

Visalia First Assembly of God
Visalia, CA

Waverley Christian Fellowship
Vermont,Victoria, AUS

Westlink Christian Church
Wichita, KS

Wilkinson Church of Christ
Wilkinson, IN

Willamette Christian Center
Eugene, Ol

Winchester Church of God
Winchester, VA

Woodsedge Community Church
Woodlands, TX

Zion Christian Church
Pittsburgh, PA

Learn more about how these church camps are impacting
lives. Just call 1-714-438-2494, send in the response
coupon below to receive information about Royal Family
Kids’ Camps, or check out www.RFKC.org.

| want to know more about

Royal Family Kids’ Camps

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

[ Please also send information on how our church
can launch a Royal Family Kids' Camp.

Mail this coupon to:

ROYAL FAMILY
KL CAMPS, INC,

3000 W. MacArthur Blvd., #412
Santa Ana, CA 92704

To protect the confidentiality of RFKC campers, models are used for photographs.



