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“Who Will Love the Children?”
By Robert Johnson

5Royal Family Kids’ Camps, Inc.

Who will speak for the children
The ones left all alone?
Who will be the friend for those
Who have no place called home?

Who will dream for the children
The ones whose dreams have died?
Who will create a world of hope
From pain and hurt and lies?

Who will cry for the children
The ones who have no tears?
Who will hold the hand of those
Who live each day in fear?

Who will care for the children
Who have no hope at all?
Who will catch the tiny souls
To see that they don’t fall?

Who will love the children
The ones who learn to hate?
Who will take the time to care
Before it is too late?

Just Who Will Love the Children?
Yes, Who Will Love the Children?

Mentoring Program reminds kids they’re royal, all year long

	 Royal Friends’ Clubs are the 
mentoring programs that help 
keep Campers and Counselors 
connected all year long, and 
provide an exciting and fun-
filled opportunity for growth 
and learning for the children we 
serve.

	 The initial programs were 
launched just 28 months ago, 
and since then, we’ve seen an 
explosion in new Clubs. Already 
over 240 campers are meeting 
with an individual mentor an 
hour a week plus going to 
monthly club meetings this year 
alone!  
	
	 “What makes our mentoring 
program so unique is that we 
start and end with five days 
of RFKC summer camp,” says 
National Club Director Joanne 
Feldmeth. “When our mentors 
meet their club kids in the fall, 
they are not strangers. They are 
already friends from camp!” 

	 As a result of that bond, most 
mentoring matches are lasting 
through the whole school year 
— even though foster children 
are routinely moved to new 
placements and assigned to 
new case workers. In our Pilot 
Project’s first two years, over 
90% of the campers were still 
meeting with their mentors on 
the last day of club!  

	 The monthly club meetings 
bring back the songs, stories 
and fun memories from camp, 
and give club kids the chance 
to see their friends. For foster 
children who feel like strangers 
(sometimes even in their foster 
homes), their Royal Friends’ Club 

is a place where they immediately 
feel like they belong. It is also a 
place where mentors can get the 
support and encouragement they 
need in working with children of 
abuse.

	 Over 100 Royal Family Kids 
Camps’ Volunteers have taken 
the Club Training Institute – and 
eight clubs have had training to 
launch in Fall 2011. 

	 Currently, there are 16 camps 
in 10 states (plus Australia!) that 
offer Clubs & Mentors during 
the school year. Our active list 
includes:

1.	 Beckly, WV*
2.	 Bremerton, WA
3.	 Canton, OH
4.	 Concord, CA* 
5.	 Corona, CA
6.	 Cudahy, WI
7.	 Delphi, IN*
8.	 Fullerton, CA*
9.	L ancaster, CA*
10.	Midland, MI
11.	Novi, MI*
12.	Sandy, UT
13.	Santa Barbara, CA*
14.	Tuscaloosa, AL
15.	Tyler, TX
16.	New South Wales, Australia

* New this year

	 An elder statesman among Royal Family Kids’ 
Camps’ Volunteers went home to heaven on June 
25 at the age of 91.  It would have been his 20th 
year as the Woodworking Grandpa at the flagship 
RFKC in Costa Mesa, California.  

	 Art Jermy, my dad, lived all year preparing 
woodworking projects for camp and finding numerous 
ways to help Royal Family’s children in other ways. I 
proudly accepted his 20-year camp award posthumously 
at the Welcome Home Dinner following Camp. 

	 When he wasn’t at Camp, every night my dad 
walked down 18 floors of Bethel Towers, his retirement 
residence tower, collecting bottles and cans for recycling 
and turning the cash in to Royal Family’s national office 
on behalf of the 300 residents. They were proud of their 
giving record, amounting to over $15,000 since 2004.

	 Dad’s skill in teaching woodworking and creating 
innovative projects for our Campers was amazing. His 
favorite story was of the little girl who needed a lot of 
assistance putting her birdhouse together. When it was 
finally completed, she painted it blue all over. When she 
met her foster mom back at the church parking lot on 
Friday, she found my dad and led him over to meet her. 
Holding up the birdhouse proudly, she exclaimed “See?  
I built it all by myself!”  He would tear up every time he 
retold the story and couldn’t have been more proud of 
the small part he played in her success.

	 From 1991 until he died, he served alongside my 
mom, Alice, tirelessly and continuously volunteering in 
our offices as well as at the local camp. During these 
years, they were recipients of several awards:  RFKC’s 
Founders’ Award; the Senior Citizens Volunteer of 
the Year Award for Orange County, CA.; The Spirit of 
Volunteerism Award for Orange County; and the Heroes 
of the Heart Award from CHOC Hospital.

	 When I settled Dad’s personal belongings in August 
and cleaned out his wallet, I found this poem folded 
up and tucked inside. I had no idea that he carried it 
around with him. It truly was his purpose for being and 
motivated him to serve the children of Royal Family for 
over 20 years. I knew he cared, but I didn’t know how 
much. 

Overheard at Camp ...
“God, have you ever wanted to quit being 
King?  Because I want to be King for you 
once in a while to help out.”  

					     Love Anthony

Overheard at 
Camp ... 
 

“This has been the 
best week of my 
whole life. I got to 
be with my sisters all 
week.”

His legacy? A love for Royal Family Kids
By Founder Diane Tesch
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	 We’ve been blessed this year with another 
kind of “corporate” gift: the Women’s 
Ministries of the Assemblies of God in 
Southern California have designated Royal 
Family as the recipient of their Annual Project 
Hope Fund. 

	 The campaign raises funds throughout the 
entire year, and over the past 35 years, a total of 
$6.7 million dollars have been raised benefitting 
outstanding missions projects and ministries such 
as:

•	Home of Hope, India — building rescue houses 
for human trafficking victims

•	Grace Elliot Center, Compton, CA — helping to 
provide prenatal care to inner city women

•	Youth Fire Bible
•	Vanguard University 

•	Enlace — clean water project for a community 
of 10,000 in El Salvador

•	Assemblies of God Healthcare — providing HIV 
testing kits in Africa

	 Women from 430 Assembly of God churches 
will partner with us this year to launch 10 new 
camps in Southern California. 

	 “One of the best ways that we can care for 
foster children in our local area is by joining forces 
with Royal Family, a proven organization that is so 
powerfully impacting the next generation with the 
tangible expression of God’s heart,” says Nonda 
Houston, SoCal Women’s Director.

	 Thank you, SoCal women! We are excited to 
count on your partnership in 2011 — helping to 
bring hope to children in need. 

And in 2011 ...  
Annual Project Hope to help Royal Family
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Check out our website!
Please visit us at www.rfkc.org to:

•	Read moving personal testimonies
•	Find Royal Family Kids’ Camps near you
•	And so much more!
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Dear Friend,

	 Royal Family’s 21st Annual Celebration Banquet theme is A Beam of Light … A Ray of Hope. This theme 
describes exactly what you, our extraordinary friends and generous supporters, our Camp Volunteers and Royal 
Friends’ Clubs Mentors, accomplish each day through your partnership with us. You truly cast a beam of light and 
a ray of hope into the lives of thousands of our campers. 

	 At the Banquet, we’ll celebrate how you’re giving children HOPE for their future — hope that their future will 
be radically different from their former lives of abuse and neglect. We want to show them God loves them all and 
gives them a hope for tomorrow that they can cling to.

	 You’re invited to the Banquet, scheduled for March 3, 2011. It’s beginning to look like we’ll have a sell-out 
crowd again this year, so if you’re in Southern California and can attend, be sure to purchase your tickets today.

	 We’re really excited about this year’s banquet because we’ll be making a historic announcement about the 
future of Royal Family — and you don’t want to miss it! Of course, as in years past, the highlight of the evening 
will be greetings from former Campers ... you’ll be inspired to see and hear how your faithfulness has transformed 
their lives.

     Our keynote speaker also promises an inspirational time: 
it’s Sean Parnell, Governor of the State of Alaska. Governor 
Parnell has a real heart for reaching out to hurting children. 
He has been a Royal Family Kids’ Camps Volunteer for four 
years himself at the Anchorage Camp. Recognizing the 
tremendous need to curb domestic violence, he has launched a 
statewide campaign entitled “Respect,” encouraging Alaskans 
to reduce family violence by first respecting their family 
members and those with whom they come in contact.

     If you can possibly be here and share in the excitement of the 
Celebration Banquet, be sure to order your tickets by emailing 
summerb@rfkc.org or call us at (714) 438-2494 if you’ve not 
received an invitation.. The event takes place March 3, 2011, 
6:30 p.m., at the Irvine Marriott, 18000 Von Karman, Irvine, CA. 
Tickets must be purchased in advance: $50 per person or $500 
for a “Table of Ten.” Hope to see you there!

										        

				    Wayne and Diane Tesch

21st Annual Celebration Banquet ... 
A Beam of Light ... a Ray of Hope

A personal word from Founders Wayne and Diane Tesch

	 How exciting to be nominated for an award — 
and in 2010, our Royal Family supporters nominated 
our organization for two corporate gifts resulting in 
$29,500 to help abused, abandoned and neglected 
children.

	 Ingram Micro, the largest technology distributor 
in the world, is located in Orange County, California, 
where we’re headquartered. Kirk Robinson, 
Ingram Micro’s Vice-President of Sales & Market 
Development, and also a member of our Board 
of Directors, was happy to nominate RFKC as a 
recipient for proceeds from the company’s annual 
charity golf tournament.

	 We received a gift for $25,000! (A total of 
$150,000 was raised through the tournament to 
benefit six local charitable organizations.) Thank 
you, Kirk, and Ingram Micro!

	 Royal Family also received $4,500 from the 
Annual Disney VoluntEARS Community Fund. 
One of Royal Family’s own Volunteers, Jim Farmer 
has been a Disney employee for nearly 10 years and 
nominated RFKC, Inc. to be a 2010 benefactor of 
the Fund. 

	 Jim attends Rock Harbor Church in Costa Mesa 
and has served at Royal Family Kids’ Camps at 
the St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Newport 
Beach. Jim’s role at Disneyland is Training Integration 
Manager, and he has made himself available to 
offer his assistance in developing additional training 
programs for Royal Family.

	 What a great blessing to have friends in the 
corporate world with a heart for helping children in 
need!

Thank you for nominating us!




